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ASP pool maintenence expert Tina Brown services a private pool in the Taylors area. Brown is the first woman
owner/operator in the ASP franchise.

Mom enters new waters
with pool business

Woman becomes first
female owner of
maintenance franchise

By Angelia Davis
STAFF WRITER
adavis@greenvilleonline.com

GREER—Tina Brown’s efforts to
improve her neighborhood’s pool
transformed her from a stay-at-
home mom to a business owner.

Brown has opened the first Green-
ville franchise of America’s Swim-
ming Pool (ASP) Co.

Based in Macon, Ga., ASP is a
swimming pool maintenance and re-
pair company with 68 franchises in
seven states.

Brown is also the first female own-
er/operator in the ‘ASP franchise
system, said Stewart Vernon, who
started the company nine years ago.

“To me, that’s an incredible tribute
to Tina, her work ethic, and her de-
sire to succeed in an industry that is
incredibly male dominated,” Vernon
said. “I'm thrilled by the fact that
we’re seeing a female owner/oper-
ator break into this industry and go
into competition against a primarily

male dominated industry.”

Vernon said he hopes to see more
females come-into the ASP system.

The company has eight franchise
owners operating 15 territories, Ver-
non said. He said plans are to con-
tinue expanding into the Southeast
and Southwest markets.

Brown serves the Greenville area,
offering maintenance, renovation
and repair of residential swimming
pools, as well as lifeguard services.

She got into the pool industry
while trying to help her homeown-
er’s association improve conditions
of }ller neighborhood’s swimming
pool.

“I went to several board meetings
with my complaint. Their hands
were tied,” Brown said. “They did ev-
erything they knew to do. They in-
vestigated, they asked questions,
they interviewed several service pro-
viders and weighed their options but
the choices were limited.”

Brown decided to become a certi-
fied pool operator to improve the
pool herself.

‘When a man came out to locate an

‘underground water leak, she asked

him to recommend a pool repair-

man. He referred her to Clemson
ASP franchise owner Jimmie Meece.

Brown had been maintaining the
HOA pool for four years when she
got a call asking if she would be in-
terested in the Greenville franchise.

She researched the company on
the Internet and later attended one of
the owners’ meetings. She, along
with her husband, also visited the
company’s headquarters in Macon.

“We were completely impressed
and we decided that if we were
blessed enough to be able to join, we
would,” she said.

Brown met ASP’s franchisee quali-
fications, which include possessing a
strong work ethic and people skills.

She is staying busy today as the lo-
cal ASP franchisee.

“I have to stay busy and I think my
parents have a lot to do with that,”
said Brown, whose teenage son now
works with her. “They raised me to
be productive and not to sit still and
be lazy.”

Her desire is to grow the franchise
large enough to serve all of Green-
ville County “with a respectable com-
pany that provides exceptional serv-
ice and quality employees.”



